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Leadership, solidarity, and persistence over time
create results. Not a new message from the diverse
people who have written in this magazine over the
years. This edition adds to the witnesses. From the
35-year process of revitalizing a dying Alberta town
(p. 5) to Quebec’s forging of a comprehensive social
economy policy the first in any Canadian provin-
cial jurisdiction (p. 8) – one can only admire the
breadth of imagination and achievement in widely
divergent settings.

The steady growth of networking and capacity within the social
enterprise field is another source of encouragement. Fascinating
and practical research is establishing the metrics of a blended
bottom line. New resource guides are being developed (p. 18). The
first B.C. Social Enterprise Summit and the Toronto Summit on
Social Enterprise, both held in November 2008, are fundamental
to the recognition of social enterprise as a strategic tool in growing
more inclusive, fair, and resilient communities.

In the midst of a deepening global crisis, stories that reveal the
impact of leadership, solidarity, and persistence help us imagine
that another world is possible. The fourth meeting of the
Intercontinental Network for the Promotion of the Social
Solidarity Economy this coming April in Luxembourg is a
landmark opportunity to become more acutely tuned to the
innovation bubbling across the globe (p. 15). South of the line, late
in March, the first conference of the U.S. Solidarity Economy
Network,“Building Another World,” will take place in Amherst,
Massachusetts. Canadian contingents will attend both events. (See
the end of this article for registration information for both these
events.)

Canadians are actually appreciated as important contributors
to the building of the international solidarity economy movement,
particularly through the Canadian CED Network, the co-
operative movement, the Groupement Économie Solidaire de
Québec, and the Chantier de l’économie sociale.

Good for us. We should continue and expand our international
efforts. We have much to contribute and much to learn. We must
play our part in globalizing a principled, practical solidarity.

–

Editorial

However, we have a wee bit of work to do to make this
solidarity manifest at home. We are at a critically important
juncture in the evolution of our work in Canada, one that requires
inspired leadership, solidarity, and persistence.

At the end of 2007,
I

reflected on the past year. When I counted the national confer-
ences that had taken place, the number stunned me. There had
been the established network conferences in the co-operative
movement and the Canadian CED network. There had been a
second national conference on social enterprise. There had been
one national conference on social finance and another on social
entrepreneurship.

,
following a meeting of the policy commit-

tee of the Canadian Social Economy Research Partnership
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Forum on the Solidarity Economy: “Building Another World”
March 19-22, 2009
Amherst, Massachusetts

“Another Economy Exists: The Innovations of the Social and Solidarity Economy”
April 22-25, 2009
Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxemburg
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Leadership, , PersistenceSolidarity

By Mike Lewis

R

“What is going on here?” I thought to myself.“Lots of energy,
excitement, and hard work to be sure. But might we be creating
silos of our own? Is there a vision of how all these pieces fit
together? Or are we becoming married to particular tools and
strategies? Indeed, do the leaders of each of these groups even
know the goals of the other groups?” I certainly didn’t, but I
hoped somebody might.

This much I knew: by finding ways to co-ordinate and
combine our efforts we could amplify the promise of so much
commitment and energy. It was and remains my deep belief that
all these initiatives bubbling up across Canada and around the
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world share some essential common ground. All manifest a determination to embed social
and environmental values and goals in the heart of our economic life.

At the end of 2007 decided
to put my questions to leaders in a number of constituencies. One year later, after lots of
chatting in all kinds of configurations, several national constituencies have decided to put
their shoulders to the common weal in order to prepare and launch a National Summit in
2010. It will be an opportunity to elevate more effectively the flesh and blood advances we
are making and testify to how inclusiveness, fairness, personal and collective responsibility,
and entrepreneurial flair is being woven into our enterprises, our sectors, and our
communities.

We have leadership stepping up to the plate. With a good measure of solidarity and
persistence we can now leverage the space they will create. We can engage our constituen-
cies with each other. We can hammer out the basis for debates over political, policy, and
movement building priorities.

The year 2009 marks the centennial of the founding of the co-operative movement in
Anglophone Canada and the tenth anniversary of the founding of the Canadian CED
Network. What better time to celebrate both historic efforts and this new surge of creati-
vity, energy, and determination? We need to come together, more broadly and more deeply.
We have both the opportunity and the responsibility to provide leadership. Let’s make
sure we are ready to have our voice heard across this country by 2010 as a movement
committed to building an environmentally-sustainable, people-centered economy.

I, with some guidance from David LePage and Ethel Côté,

MIKE LEWIS is editor of magazine, Executive Director of the Canadian Centre for
Community Renewal, and a founding member of the Canadian CED Network (CCEDNet). He also is
lead investigator in the BC-Alberta Research Alliance (BALTA). Contact him at 250-
723-1139 or ccelewis@xplornet.com.

This event, the founding conference of the U.S. Solidarity Economy Network (SEN), will include an
inspiring range of solidarity economy tours, workshops, plenaries and cultural events. Solidarity
economy practitioners and resource organizations, social movement activists, workers, academics,
students, researchers, cultural workers, journalists and other fellow travellers are invited to come
and be part of the growing global movement to build the solidarity economy.

For program and registration information, go to www.populareconomics.org/ussen/?q=node/99

The fourth international forum of the Intercontinental Network for the Promotion of the Social
Solidarity Economy (RIPESS) will provide opportunities to benefit from the innovations in the Social
Solidarity Economy to date, to gauge its scope and to broaden its implementation.

For complete program information and to receive the registration package, go to www.lux09.lu
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Les Canadiens sont appréciés au niveau
international pour leurs contributions au
mouvement de l’économie solidaire. Cette
solidarité fait malheureusement quelque peu
défaut à la maison. Le nombre et la variété
d’organisations, de réseaux et de
conférences qui ont trait à la solidarité
sociale et économique augmentent. Mais y
a-t-il une vision de comment toutes ces
pièces s’imbriquent ensemble? Ou est-ce
que les gens se « marient » à certains outils
ou stratégies tout en perdant de vue les
valeurs qu’ils ont en commun avec les

autres? Si nous trouvions des façons de
coordonner et de joindre nos efforts, nous
pourrions amplifier l’impact de cette poussée
de créativité, d’énergie et de détermination.

C’est pourquoi Mike Lewis et d’autres
travaillent pour lancer le Sommet national
sur l’économie solidaire en 2010. Ce sera
une opportunité d’explorer et de célébrer
comment les personnes insinuent l’inclusion,
la justice, la responsabilité personnelle et
collective et le sens des affaires dans le
cœur de leurs entreprises, secteurs et
communautés.

Résumé : Leadership, solidarité, persévérance




