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This book is all it should be. If we are

to see a succeeding generation of new

leaders in CED, those who would take up

its challenges must know that there are

many possible ways in which they can

earn a living in development work. This

book presents the rich array of those

possibilities for those in search of

guidance. It may come as almost a shock

for the questing reader to realize how

many different ways she or he might

make a contribution to the revitalization

of disadvantaged communities, coming

from many different angles of previous

experience or no experience, and wide

ranges of specialized training that might

or might not have some recognizable

relationship to community building.

A special virtue of this book is its

illustration of careers by capsule accounts

of particular people, how they got into

their jobs and what is important in them.

Sometimes the accounts are first person,

sometimes not; but all give the freshness

of reality. Then there are the stories of

the typical day in the life of real people

who represent a specific job type: a

community development corporation

housing developer and executive director,

a tenant services case manager, a youth

organizer, a bank-based community

lender, and so on.

The various contexts in which one

might expect to work are laid out in

detail: in community organizations, in

government agencies, within foundations

and other intermediary organizations, in

banks and community development

finance institutions (CDFIs), in academic

settings or consultant groups, etc. Entry-

level jobs are considered, as well as those

at the apex of the various specialties.

Career paths are reviewed, so that one

can be clear that life in community

development can be seen as a dynamic

movement whether one stays in one

particular sector of the work or moves

through different sectors and maybe even

almost out of the field. The practicality

of this guide is illustrated by the fact that

it devotes more than ten pages to

“Landing that First Job.”

Appendices give formal job descrip-

tions and likely salary ranges; lists of

programs of training and professional

development, as well as those universities

and colleges that have relevant systematic

training programs; names and addresses

of specific organizations with CED

activities (even if they are not commu-

nity-based); internet resources; job

announcement sources; and even a list of

recommended readings. The person,

young or not so young, who is seriously

considering this field will find all the

kinds of help that a book can give. And

those who would advise the seekers will

discover that this book expands their

capacity to be helpful. My congratula-

tions to the authors for their

thorough and devoted efforts.
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